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siting from the mast. This cot was made of coarse Tent-cloth
stretched over a frame of bamboo, made with side-pieces which,
when raised, sheltered and concealed the occupant. It was
invented by a friend of mine in Hazanbagh, who was a mighty
hunter, and devised this ambush, so that he might be slung
up in a treee when watching for tiger or bear. It was very
restiul lying thus, listening to the plash of the oars and the
monotonous chant of the twelve rowers.

Goom ! goom ! goom ! alatoon goom !
Lai kiram Sahib bhag marara.
Sahib bagh mara mararey.

Which might be translated,

Pull away lads, cheerily oh !

The red-haired English gentleman killed a tiger ;

Oh, he killed a tiger very handsomely !

I am not red-haired. I believe the pre-histonc Sahib thus
commemorated was a Mr. Simpson, formerly magistrate of the
district, and who was known throughout Bengal as " Red
Simmy," to distinguish him from a brother civilian of the same
name, who was called " Black Sim."

Far away behind us on the river followed the cook-boat,
with Ramtuhul, my khitmutgar, sitt ng disconsolate on the
roof, speculating anxiously on the wrath to come when the
cook-boat should arrive late with the dinner cold !

Most refreshing was it, in the fiery heat of noon, to slice the
top off a cocoa-nut and drink the tumblerful of cool acidulated
W&ter which it contained.

The river navigation was no easy matter for the inexperienced
traveller. In addition to the tidal wave, which I have already
mentioned, the district was subject to cyclonic storms of
incredible violence, fortunately lasting for a very short time,
but which often caused much destruction. These storms were
heralded by the appearance above the horizon of clouds known
to the native boatmen by the name of * lady's eyebrows,* so
called from their being curved in a narrow black arched wisp,
and these most surely foretold the approach of a tornado*

The native ** manjis/' who manage the boats, know all the
k and mud banks and detours of the mighty btream,